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PATIENTS  
Section 2 

S 

Symposium 
20S1 
The "…" patient living with obesity 

 

25 May 2025 
13:15 – 14:15 

Lisboa 

 

This session will review the epidemiology and risks associated with anaesthesia for 
obstetric, general surgery and intensive care patients living with obesity. Strategies to 
be discussed include neuraxial anaesthesia and management of block failure, and how 
to optimise airway management including aspiration risk for patients living with obesity. 
Speakers will also discuss limitations and optimisation of ventilation strategies for 
patients living with obesity in the intensive care, and during laparoscopy. 

Chair: Filipa Lança (Lisbon, Portugal) 

Obstetric 
Speaker: Carolyn Weiniger (Tel Aviv, Israel) 

Intensive care 
Speaker: Lorenzo Ball (Genova, Italy) 

General surgery 
Speaker: Douglas Hacking (Heidelberg, Australia) 

 

LT 

Lightning Talk 
20LT1 
Anaesthesia for surgical emergencies 

 

25 May 2025 
16:15 – 17:15 

Lisboa 

During this session, participants will review the implications and strategies for rapid 
provision of general anaesthesia in an emergency situation for category-1 caesarean, 
bleeding tonsils, emergency laparotomy and patient with a ruptured aneurysm. 
Decision algorithms will be presented to enable understanding of risks and benefits for 
immediate versus delayed anaesthesia/surgery in specific emergency cases. 
Participants will be able to discuss management of haemorrhagic shock, mitigation of 
aspiration risks, coagulopathies, postoperative psychologic sequalae in specific 
emergency cases. 

Chair: Cesare Gregoretti (Palermo, Italy) 

The category-1 caesarean 
Speaker: Neel Desai (London, United Kingdom) 

The bleeding tonsils 
Speaker: Margaret Ekstein (Tel Aviv, Israel) 

The emergency laparotomy 
Speaker: Gary Mills (Sheffield, United Kingdom) 

The ruptured brain aneurism 
Speaker: Maria Celeste Pinheiro Dias Ferreira (Porto, Portugal) 

Discussion 
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PATIENTS  
Section 2 

C 

10 Minutes to Convince 
20C1 
Informed consent can be presumed in emergency settings... 

 

26 May 2025 
08:15 – 09:15 

Braga 

 

During this session, participants will understand why consent is needed in emergency 
situations, learn how consent can be obtained in emergency situations, and discuss 
options to obtain consent in emergency situations. 

Chair: Steve Cantellow (Nottingham, United Kingdom) 

... for general surgery 
Speaker: Paul McConnell (Paisley, United Kingdom) 

... for labour procedures 
Speaker: Nuala Lucas (London, United Kingdom) 

... for regional blocks if the patient will benefit 
Speaker: Ulrike Stamer (Bern, Switzerland) 

... for frail patients 
Speaker: Shiri Zarour (Tel Aviv, Israel) 

Discussion and voting 

 

LT 

Lightning Talk 

20LT2 
Hot Topics in Patient Safety 
Session organised by the ESAIC Patient Safety and Quality Committee 

 

27 May 2025 
09:30 – 10:30 

Sintra 

 

During this session, participants will get an overview of patient-centered safety projects, 
will understand patient safety aspects in different patient populations, and will learn 
how patients and healthcare workers can influence patient-centered care. 

Chair: Benedikt Preckel (Amsterdam, Netherlands) 

How can trainees improve patient safety? 
Speaker: Donika Borisova (Plovdiv, Bulgaria) 

Key safety challenges in obstetric anaesthesia 
Speaker: Nicolas Brogly (Madrid, Spain) 

How to get geriatric patients safely through the procedure 
Speaker: Cynthia Olotu (Hamburg, Germany) 

The acute trauma patient: challenging for safe care and healthcare worker 
wellbeing 
Speaker: Argyro Zoumprouli (London, United Kingdom) 

Discussion 
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THE OBESTRIC PATIENT  
Learning Track 2.1 

LT 

Lightning Talk 
21LT1 
Tips and tricks for labour epidural analgesia present and future 

 

25 May 2025 
14:30 – 15:30 

Évora 

During this session, participants will review strategies for initiation of labour epidural 
analgesia, discuss the rationale for selecting maintenance options for labour epidural 
analgesia, understand alternative techniques to epidural analgesia and how to convert 
labour analgesia for intrapartum caesarean. 

Chair: Nicolas Brogly (Madrid, Spain) 

How to optimise the onset of epidural block? 
Speaker: Luciano Frassanito (Rome, Italy) 

What is the best maintenance regime? 
Speaker: Neel Desai (London, United Kingdom) 

Can non-regional techniques help? 
Speaker: Carolyn Weiniger (Tel Aviv, Israel) 

How to convert labour epidural for caesarean delivery: tips to optimise 
conversion 
Speaker: Emilia Guasch (Madrid, Spain) 

Discussion 

 

PB 

Problem-Based  
Learning Discussion 

21PB1 
My obstetric patient presents a post-partum haemorrhage 
**This session is only available to onsite delegates.  
Capacity is limited to max 25 participants (first come first served). 

 

25 May 2025 
16:15 – 17:00 

Açores 

In this session, participants will be part of a group discussion integrating both existing 
and new knowledge. A case/problem presentation will allow the facilitator to guide the 
group through a series of questions and key aspects of the management of obstetric 
clinical situations based on the latest evidence. This session is designed to promote 
discussion, critical thinking, problem-solving abilities, and a review of the 
recommended strategies relevant to the case. 

My obstetric patient presents a post-partum haemorrhage 
Facilitator: Emilia Guasch (Madrid, Spain) 
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THE OBESTRIC PATIENT  
Learning Track 2.1 

LT 

Lightning Talk 

21LT2 
SAFE obstetric practice around the world - Which is our role? 
Session organised in collaboration with the World Federation of Societies of 
Anesthesiologists (WFSA) 

 

25 May 2025 
17:30 – 18:30 

Porto 

 

This session will highlight teaching programmes in obstetric anaesthesia over the world,  
outline the practice of obstetric anaesthesia in various environments, and address the 
standardisation of obstetric anaesthesia. 

Chair: Emilia Guasch (Madrid, Spain) 

SAFE obstetrics: what is it? 
Speaker: Maytinee Lilaonitkul (San Francisco, United States) 

Minimum standards in caesarean section equipments 
Speaker: Filipa Lança (Lisbon, Portugal) 

Can European high-income countries do practical things to improve 
maternal peripartum care in low- and middle-income countries? 
Speaker: Alexander Ioscovich (Jerusalem, Israel) 

Obstetric care in natural disaster context 
Speaker: Onur Koyuncu (Antakya, Turkey) 

Discussion 

 

PB 

Problem-Based  
Learning Discussion 

21PB2 
My obstetric patient present a post dural puncture headache 
**This session is only available to onsite delegates.  
Capacity is limited to max 25 participants (first come first served). 

 

26 May 2025 
10:00 – 10:45 

Açores 

In this session, participants will be part of a group discussion integrating both existing 
and new knowledge. A case/problem presentation will allow the facilitator to guide the 
group through a series of questions and key aspects of the management of obstetric 
clinical situations based on the latest evidence. This session is designed to promote 
discussion, critical thinking, problem-solving abilities, and a review of the 
recommended strategies relevant to the case. 

My obstetric patient present a post dural puncture headache 
Facilitator: Filipa Lança (Lisbon, Portugal) 
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THE OBESTRIC PATIENT  
Learning Track 2.1 

L 

Lecture 

21L1 
Hot Topics in Obstetric Anaesthesia  - Last 12 months' top 
publications 

 

26 May 2025 
14:15 – 15:00 

Lisboa 

 

During this session, participants will gain an overview of the latest scientific publications 
in obstetrics, updates on obstetric practice, and updates in pregnant patient 
management. 

Chair: Carolyn Weiniger (Tel Aviv, Israel) 

Hot Topics in Obstetric Anaesthesia  - Last 12 months' top publications 
Speaker: Sarah Devroe (Leuven, Belgium) 

 

PB 

Problem-Based  
Learning Discussion 

21PB3 
Perioperative management of pregnant women 
**This session is only available to onsite delegates.  
Capacity is limited to max 25 participants (first come first served). 

 

26 May 2025 
16:00 – 16:45 

Açores 

 

In this session, the participants will be part of a group discussion integrating both 
existing and new knowledge. A case/problem presentation will allow the facilitator to 
guide the group through a series of questions and key aspects of the management of 
obstetric  clinical situations based on the latest evidence. This session is designed to 
promote discussion, critical thinking, problem-solving abilities, and a review of the 
recommended strategies relevant to the case 

Perioperative management of pregnant women 
Facilitator: Oscar van den Bosch (Utrecht, Netherlands) 

 

L 

Lecture 
21L2 
State of the art in anaesthesia for caesarean delivery 

 

27 May 2025 
08:30 – 09:15 

Lisboa 

During this session, participants will learn about the latest advances in the anaesthetic 
management for caesarean delivery, and how to implement anaesthesia techniques 
according to different situations and types of patients. They will be able to discuss 
complications and treatments associated with anaesthesia during caesarean delivery. 

Chair: Alexander Ioscovich (Jerusalem, Israel) 

State of the art in anaesthesia for caesarean delivery 
Speaker: Nuala Lucas (London, United Kingdom) 
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THE OBESTRIC PATIENT  
Learning Track 2.1 

PB 

Problem-Based  
Learning Discussion 

21PB4 
My obstetric patient has a cardiac disease 
**This session is only available to onsite delegates.  
Capacity is limited to max 25 participants (first come first served). 

 

27 May 2025 
09:45 – 10:30 

Açores 

In this session, the participants will be part of a group discussion integrating both 
existing and new knowledge. A case/problem presentation will allow the facilitator to 
guide the group through a series of questions and key aspects of the management of 
obstetric clinical situations based on the latest evidence. This session is designed to 
promote discussion, critical thinking, problem-solving abilities, and a review of the 
recommended strategies relevant to the case. 

My obstetric patient has a cardiac disease 
Facilitator: Alexander Ioscovich (Jerusalem, Israel) 

 

S 

Symposium 
21S1 
Critical care in obstetrics 

 

27 May 2025 
12:45 – 13:45 

Faro 

 

This session will provide participants with an update on critical care in obstetrics, 
including polytrauma and the management of sepsis and respiratory distress in the 
obstetric patient. 

Chair: Maytinee Lilaonitkul (San Francisco, United States) 

Polytrauma in the pregnant patient 
Speaker: Sarah Devroe (Leuven, Belgium) 

Transfer of the critically unwell obstetric patient 
Speaker: Steve Cantellow (Nottingham, United Kingdom) 

High flow nasal cannulas: is there a place for it in maternal critical patients? 
Speaker: Luciano Frassanito (Rome, Italy) 
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THE PAEDIATRIC PATIENT  
Learning Track 2.2 

LT 

Lightning Talk 
22LT1 
State of the art practices in paediatric anaesthesia 

 

25 May 2025 
14:30 – 15:30 

Faro 

During this session, participants will be exposed to stand alone regional strategies for 
procedures below the umbilicus in infants and children. They will learn about the state 
of the art brain monitoring in neonates and preferred intubation strategies in neonates 
and infants. By the end of the session, participants will be familiar with the current 
guidelines for treating burns in infants and children. 

Chair: Margaret Ekstein (Tel Aviv, Israel) 

Caudal as sole anaesthetic for surgery below the umbilicus 
Speaker: Lukas Infanger (Vienna, Austria) 

Latest evidence on preferred technique for laryngoscopy in neonates and 
infants 
Speaker: Britta von Ungern-Sternberg (Perth, Australia) 

Monitoring of the brain in neonatal surgery 
Speaker: Laszlo Vutskits (Geneva, Switzerland) 

Major burns in paediatric patients 
Speaker: Tomasz Torlinski (Birmingham, United Kingdom) 

Discussion 

 

CB 

Case-Based  
Discussion 

22CB1 
Preparing to avoid an anaesthetic crisis - Case-based 
discussion on a 9-year-old with morbid obesity and severe 
sleep apnoea for tonsillectomy 
Session organised in collaboration with the European Society of Perioperative Care for 
Obese Patients (ESPCOP) 

 

26 May 2025 
11:00 – 12:00 

Porto 

 

By the end of this session, participants will understand the medical work-up of a child 
with the metabolic syndrome.   Participants will be familiar with medical and surgical 
options for treatment of the metabolic syndrome in children compared to adults, and 
will be able to assess and modify the risks of anaesthesia in these children. 

Chair: Luc De Baerdemaeker (Ghent, Belgium) 

The obese child: facts, fables and best practices? 
Speaker: Laszlo Vutskits (Geneva, Switzerland) 

Bariatric surgery in children and adolescents: similarities and differences 
from adults 
Speaker: Douglas Hacking (Heidelberg, Australia) 

Risk modification and peri-operative management of the obese child with 
severe Obstructive Sleep Apnoea (OSA) 
Speaker: Peter Kenderessy (Banska Bystrica, Slovakia) 
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THE PAEDIATRIC PATIENT  
Learning Track 2.2 

S 

Symposium 

22S1 
Hot Topics in Paediatric Anaesthesiology and Intensive Care - 
Last 12 months' top publications 

 

26 May 2025 
15:45 – 16:45 

Faro 

 

By the end of the session, participants will be enriched by the most interesting 
innovations in paediatric anaesthesia and critical care from literature published over 
the past year. 

Chair: Peter Kenderessy (Banska Bystrica, Slovakia) 

µHot Topics in Paediatric Anaesthesiology 
Speaker: Britta von Ungern-Sternberg (Perth, Australia) 

Hot Topics in Paediatric and Intensive Care 
Speaker: Shirley Friedman (Tel Aviv, Israel) 

 

S 

Symposium 

22S2 
Why kids are NOT just small adults 
Session  the European Society for Paediatric Anaesthesiology (ESPA) 

 

27 May 2025 
12:45 – 13:45 

Coimbra 

Chair: Michael Brackhahn (Hannover, Germany) 
Chair: Nicola Groes Clausen (Odense, Denmark) 

Understanding the patient with neurologic and developmental disorders 
Speaker: Artemis Vekrakou (Athens, Greece) 

Behavioural and cognitive differences in small and pre-adolescent children 
Speaker: Nicola Groes Clausen (Odense, Denmark) 

Neonates and infants: respiratory and circulatory differences for non-
paediatric anaesthetists 
Speaker: Laszlo Vutskits (Geneva, Switzerland) 
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THE GERIATRIC PATIENT  
Learning Track 2.3 

CB 

Case-Based  
Discussion 

23CB1 
Geriatric critical care: a vital focus on elderly patient wellbeing 

 

25 May 2025 
13:15 – 14:15 

Porto 

 

During this session, participants will learn from real-life case studies about strategies to 
improve the quality of care of critically-ill geriatric patients. Participants will further 
develop their knowledge of important diagnostic tools, and will learn about the 
trajectories of critically-ill patients even after ICU. 

Chair: Anne-Françoise Rousseau (Liège, Belgium) 

The surgeon wants to admit a very old patient to the ICU - Please advise 
(virtual) 
Speaker: Susan Moug (Paisley, United Kingdom) 

The importance of EEG in the ICU - What can we learn from case examples? 
Speaker: Matthias Kreuzer (Munich, Germany) 

Post-ICU syndrome and quality of life - What should we expect after ICU? 
Speaker: Claudia Spies (Berlin, Germany) 

 

S 

Symposium 
23S1 
Brain alert! Let's not steal Granny's brain 

 

26 May 2025 
11:00 – 12:00 

Lisboa 

 

During this session, participants will be able to discuss the prevalence and implications 
of Post-Operative Delirium (POD) and Post-operative Neurocognitive Disorders (PND) in 
elderly and frail individuals  and will be able to facilitate the formulation of strategies for 
early recognition, prevention, and effective management for better outcomes. 
Participants will also be able to discuss the knowledge and techniques to implement 
effective methods for reducing the surgical stress response in geriatric patients. 

Chair: Claudia Spies (Berlin, Germany) 

POD/PND in the elderly and frail: the extent of the problem 
Speaker: Alex Barroso (Málaga, Spain) 

Methods for decreasing the surgical stress response in geriatric patients 
(virtual) 
Speaker: Susan Moug (Paisley, United Kingdom) 

Methods for decreasing anaesthesia impact on postoperative brain function 
Speaker: Finn Radtke (Nykøbing Falster, Denmark) 
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THE GERIATRIC PATIENT  
Learning Track 2.3 

S 

Symposium 

23S2 
Get up and go! Time to start Comprehensive Geriatric 
Assessment (CGA) 

 

26 May 2025 
15:45 – 16:45 

Évora 

 

By the end of this session, participants will be able to identify challenges associated 
with geriatric perioperative care, to recall relevant algorithm-based assessments and 
consecutive perioperative care bundles, and to appreciate the holistic approach to 
geriatric patients, to enable tailored surgical planning, anticipate potential challenges, 
and optimize overall care. 

Chair: Finn Radtke (Nykøbing Falster, Denmark) 

Algorithm-based assessment and consecutive perioperative tracks 
Speaker: Cynthia Olotu (Hamburg, Germany) 

Comprehensive geriatric assessment based on intraoperative and 
postoperative care bundles 
Speaker: Basak Ceyda Meco (Ankara, Turkey) 

What can the surgeon do? What does the surgeon want to know? 
Speaker: Ismail Gögenur (Køge, Denmark) 

 

LT 

Lightning Talk 

23LT1 
Perspectives and approaches for enhanced geriatric 
perioperative recovery 

 

27 May 2025 
08:15 – 09:15 

Évora 

 

By the end of this session, participants will comprehend the vital role of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) in enhancing geriatric care. Presentations will explore perioperative 
cognitive functions in the elderly population, as well as the multimodal approach to 
pain management in the elderly, specifically focusing on Opioid-Free Analgesia (OFA) 
and minimal opioid strategies. 

Chair: Mark Coburn (Bonn, Germany) 

Revolutionising geriatric care - The impact of artificial intelligence on daily 
challenges 
Speaker: Valentina Bellini (Parma, Italy) 

Geriatric cognitive care: navigating delirium with my own grandmother 
Speaker: Sarah Saxena (Brugge, Belgium) 

Multimodal approach: opioid free/minimal approaches for the elderly? 
Speaker: Patrice Forget (Aberdeen, United Kingdom) 

Surgical principles for enhancing geriatric perioperative recovery 
Speaker: Ismail Gögenur (Køge, Denmark) 

Discussion 



 
 
 
 

*Sessions in the ESAIC Expo and Problem-Based Learning Discussions are not available online. 
All times are listed in WEST - Details provided in this programme may still be updated.                
  

CRITICAL EMERGENCY MEDICINE 
Trauma and Resuscitation  
Learning Track 2.4 

LT 

Lightning Talk 

24LT1 
Advanced treatments and innovations in critical emergency 
medicine and ethical implications 

 

25 May 2025 
13:15 – 14:15 

Coimbra 

 

During this session, participants wil be able to to discuss indications and response 
system organisation for extracorporeal cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) in out-of-
hospital and in-hospital refractory cardiac arrest. They will be a able to rationalise the 
use of the resuscitative endovascular balloon occlusion of the aorta (REBOA) in 
refractory cardiac arrest, summarizing all available evidence. They will find out more 
about double sequential external defibrillation and vector-change defibrillation to 
improve outcomes in refractory ventricular fibrillation. 

Chair: Tomasz Torlinski (Birmingham, United Kingdom) 

Extracorporeal cardiopulmonary resuscitation (ECPR): current status and 
future perspective 
Speaker: Enrico Boero (Turin, Italy) 

Resuscitative Endovascular Balloon Occlusion of the Aorta (REBOA) in 
refractory cardiac arrest and shock 
Speaker: Athanasios Chalkias (Athens, Greece) 

Dual defibrillation strategy for refractory ventricular fibrillation: are all 
ventricular fibrillations the same? 
Speaker: Giuseppe Ristagno (Milan, Italy) 

Ethical aspects of refractory CPR when novel life-saving devices are 
available 
Speaker: Vladimir Cerny (Prague, Czech Republic) 

Discussion 

 

L 

Lecture 

24L1 
Hot Topics in Critical Emergency Medicine (CREM) - Last 12 
months' top publications 

 

25 May 2025 
14:45 – 15:30 

Lisboa 

This 'Hot Topics' session will highlight the latest research and publications in CREM, 
including advanced treatments in CREM and Cardiac Arrest Centers Certification,  as 
well as airway management practice in emergency. 

Chair: Pedro Povoa (Lisbon, Portugal) 

Hot Topics in Critical Emergency Medicine (CREM) – Last 12 months' top 
publications 
Speaker: Daniele Guerino Biasucci (Rome, Italy) 
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CRITICAL EMERGENCY MEDICINE 
Trauma and Resuscitation  
Learning Track 2.4 

RC 

Refresher Course 

24RC1 
Refresher course on Venous-Arterial Extracorporeal Membrane 
Oxygenation  (VA-ECMO) 
*Don't miss out the follow-up session (32S1) on DCD transplantation on Monday 26 May 
at 08:15! 

 

25 May 2025 
16:15 – 17:00 

Braga 

 

By the end of this session, participants will be able to explain VA-ECMO and understand 
the clinical indications, including cardiogenic shock and refractory cardiac arrest. They 
will be able to perform VA-ECMO, as per the available clinical evidence and current 
status. They will be able to understand the system organisation and describe future 
perspectives. 

Chair: Fabio Guarracino (Pisa, Italy) 

Refresher course on Venous-Arterial Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation 
(VA-ECMO) 
Speaker: Bernard Cholley (Paris, France) 

 

PB 

Problem-Based  
Learning Discussion 

24PB1 
Perioperative management of patients with severe 
trauma/haemorrhagic shock 
**This session is only available to onsite delegates.  
Capacity is limited to max 25 participants (first come first served). 

 

26 May 2025 
08:30 – 09:15 

Açores 

  

This session facilitates group discussion by integrating both existing and new 
knowledge. After the case/problem presentation, the facilitator will guide the group 
through a series of questions designed to promote discussion, critical thinking, 
problem-solving abilities, and a review of the recommended strategies relevant to the 
case. 

Perioperative management of patients with severe trauma/haemorrhagic 
shock 
Facilitator: Athanasios Chalkias (Athens, Greece) 
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CRITICAL EMERGENCY MEDICINE 
Trauma and Resuscitation  
Learning Track 2.4 

CB 

Case-Based  
Discussion 

24CB1 
Targeted Temperature Management (TTM) to protect the brain 
of the critically ill 

 

26 May 2025 
11:00 – 12:00 

Faro 

 

By the end of this session, participants will be able to interpret available evidence on 
Target Temperature Management (TTM) after cardiac arrest and to understand future 
perspectives. They will be able to interpret available evidence on TTM for acutely brain-
injured patients, highlighting the need for further research in this setting. Finally, they will 
be able to summarize available evidence on TTM in neonates and children and discuss 
future perspectives. 

Chair: Shirley Friedman (Tel Aviv, Israel) 

After cardiac arrest 
Speaker: Giuseppe Ristagno (Milan, Italy) 

In the acutely brain-injured patient 
Speaker: Daniele Guerino Biasucci (Rome, Italy) 

In neonates and children 
Speaker: Daniele De Luca (Paris, France) 

 

S 

Symposium 

24S1 
Point-of-Care Ultrasound (POCUS) for cardiac arrest: 
overcoming the barriers 

 

26 May 2025 
14:00 – 15:00 

Évora 

 

During this session, participants will be able to rationalize the use of POCUS for 
diagnosis of reversible causes of cardiac arrest and discuss its accuracy during 
Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) for prognostication purposes. They will also find 
out how to overcome barriers to the use of POCUS during cardiac arrest, discussing the 
role of teamwork and training. 

Chair: Giuseppe Ristagno (Milan, Italy) 

POCUS for diagnosis of reversible causes of cardiac arrest 
Speaker: Luigi Vetrugno (Chieti, Italy) 

POCUS for prognostication purposes during CPR and post-cardiac arrest 
care 
Speaker: Adrian Wong (London, United Kingdom) 

Safety, teamwork and communication: how to overcome barriers to the use 
of ultrasound during CPR 
Speaker: Daniele Guerino Biasucci (Rome, Italy) 
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CRITICAL EMERGENCY MEDICINE 
Trauma and Resuscitation  
Learning Track 2.4 

CB 

Case-Based  
Discussion 

24CB2 
The deteriorating oncological patients: clinical management 
and ethical considerations 

 

27 May 2025 
09:30 – 10:30 

Porto 

 

This session will highlight what anaesthesiolgists and intensivists need to know about 
oncological patients receiving immunotherapy and advanced treatments. Participants 
will be able to discuss indications of high frequency ventilation in emergency and 
available clinical evidence, as well as ethical considerations regarding the indications 
to ICU admission of the rapidly deteriorating oncological patients. 

Chair: Ornella Piazza (Baronissi, Italy) 

The patient receiving CAR-T and immunotherapy 
Speaker: Gabriele Sales (Turin, Italy) 

Role for high frequency jet ventilation in oncological emergencies 
Speaker: Lucillia Bezu (Villejuif, France) 

Rapidly deteriorating oncological patients: ICU admission and ethical 
considerations 
Speaker: Elie Azoulay (Paris, France) 
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PAIN AND PALLIATIVE MEDICINE  
Learning Track 2.5 

C 

10 Minutes to Convince 
25C1 
Opioids, are we convinced? 

 

25 May 2025 
14:30 – 15:30 

Sintra 

 

During this session, speakers will address the complexity and rationale of opioid use or 
avoidance in different settings for various patients. 

Chair: Dalila Veiga (Porto, Portugal) 

I continuously use opioids in the ICU 
Speaker: Cesare Gregoretti (Palermo, Italy) 

I still add opioids to my loco-regional blocks 
Speaker: Patrice Forget (Aberdeen, United Kingdom) 

I don't like opioids in geriatrics 
Speaker: Alex Barroso (Málaga, Spain) 

I minimise opioids in the cancer patient 
Speaker: Lucillia Bezu (Villejuif, France) 

Discussion and voting 

 

P 

Panel Discussion 

25P1 
Re-imagining acute pain management: reaching the outliers 
and improving safety 
Session  the American Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA) 

 

26 May 2025 
14:00 – 15:00 

Coimbra 

 

The learner will be able to identify patients who may require personalized approaches 
to postoperative pain management failing standard pathways, to recognize common 
sources of medication and device errors in postoperative pain management and  
apply rational approaches to improve safety, as well as to apply emerging approaches 
to improve postoperative pain management following CT surgery. 

Chair: Eugene Viscusi (Philadelphia, United States) 

Can we improve postoperative pain management beyond ERAS? 
Speaker: Eugene Viscusi (Philadelphia, United States) 

Improving safety in postoperative pain management: drugs, pumps, 
protocols and remote programming 
Speaker: Elizabeth Rebello (Houston, United States) 

Techniques for reducing opioid consumption after cardiac surgical 
procedures:  why, when, and how? 
Speaker: Linda Shore-Lesserson (Manhasset, United States) 

Panel discussion 

 

  



 
 
 
 

*Sessions in the ESAIC Expo and Problem-Based Learning Discussions won’t be available online. 
All times are listed in WEST - Details provided in this programme may still be updated.               
 

PAIN AND PALLIATIVE MEDICINE  
Learning Track 2.5 

S 

Symposium 

25S1 
Hot Topics in Pain and Palliative Medicine – Last 12 months' top 
publications 

 

26 May 2025 
17:00 – 18:00 

Porto 

 

During this session, participants will be provided with an overview of the latest impactful 
findings published during the last 12 months on acute pain, chronic pain, and in 
palliative medicine. 

Chair: Patrice Forget (Aberdeen, United Kingdom) 

Acute Pain 
Speaker: Ulrike Stamer (Bern, Switzerland) 

Chronic Pain 
Speaker: Giuliano Lo Bianco (Cefalù, Italy) 

Palliative Care 
Speaker: Lucillia Bezu (Villejuif, France) 

 

LT 

Lightning Talk 
25LT1 
Pain and opioids after surgery: a crisis of safety or quality? 

 

27 May 2025 
14:00 – 15:00 

Porto 

 

 

During this session, participants will review the latest research findings regarding 
persistent opioid use after surgery, and whether this contributes to the opioid crisis. 
Participants will learn about the incidence of chronic post-surgical pain, its taxonomy 
and how patients at risk can be identified. The Joint European Academy of Neurology 
(JEN) - European Pain Federation (EFNS) - Neuropathic Pain Special Interest Group 
(NeuPSIG) guidelines on neuropathic pain assessment will be presented. 

Chair: Patrice Forget (Aberdeen, United Kingdom) 

What’s the next frontier? Lessons from PANDOS. 
Speaker: Patrice Forget (Aberdeen, United Kingdom) 

Chronic pain after surgery: does classification matter? 
Speaker: Dalila Veiga (Porto, Portugal) 

EAN-EFIC-NeuPSIG Guidelines on Neuropathic Pain Assessment 
Speaker: Andrea Truini (Rome, Italy) 

Opioid stewardship: what’s the latest evidence? 
Speaker: Esther M. Pogatzki-Zahn (Münster, Germany) 

Discussion 




